
 

Gets 
overwhelmed by 
too-much-ness 

Sensation without 
meaning 

Tries to get rid of sense 
of panic & too-much-

ness by 

PANIC 

innate bias for 
attachment to mother 

Early Mental Functioning 
and  

Communication 

No mental means yet to make 
unbearable mental states bearable 

(e.g. tolerate frustration)  
Growth of the mind and 

mental apparatus Looking for 
live company

Child comes to 
expect/remember that 

(M)other will help 

By making her 
feel as he does Makes his mental 

state more bearable 

Mother feels 
with & for him 

Tries to understand & 
think about how to help 

In the hope that 
she’ll make him 

feel better 

Makes him 
feel better 

into (M)other 

preconception of 
containment 

Discharging 
Expelling Cuts off 

Withdraws 

Flapping Movement 
Screaming 

Throwing 
If not 

Running 
around 

Jumping 
Spitting Reclamation 

Kicking 


